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IB Higher Grade A Level Grade 

7 A* 

6 A 

5 B 

4 C 

3 D 

2 E 

A-Level E D C B A A* 

IB 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A-Level 100% 99% 95% 83% 55% 18% 

IB 100% 99% 96% 87% 60% 22% 
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A-Level E D C B A A* 

IB 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A-Level 100% 95% 82% 55% 21% 5% 

IB 100% 98% 90% 70% 30% 8% 

 

A-Level E D C B A A* 

IB 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A-Level 100% 92% 71% 37% 10% 2% 

IB 100% 96% 86% 58% 23% 6% 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

 

 

 

Grouping IB Students A-Level Students 

A (Top 10% at KS4) 64% 46% 

B (10th to 20th percentile at KS4) 23% 13% 

C (20th to 30th percentile at KS4) 13% 23% 
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IB Higher Grade AS Grade (E1) AS Grade (E2) 

7 A* A 

6 A B 

5 B C 

4 C D 

3 D E 

2 E E 

 

AS-Level E D C B A A* 

IB-Std 2 3 4 5 6 7 

AS-Level 100% 97% 90% 76% 48% 0% 

IB-Std (E1) 100% 99% 94% 83% 58% 23% 

IB-Std (E2) 100% 94% 83% 58% 23% 0% 
 

 

A-Level E D C B A A* 

IB 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A-Level 100% 90% 71% 43% 16% 0% 

IB-Std (E1) 100% 96% 82% 58% 29% 11% 

IB-Std (E2) 100% 82% 58% 29% 11% 0% 
 

 

A-Level E D C B A A* 

IB 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A-Level 100% 83% 57% 28% 8% 0% 

IB-Std (E1) 100% 93% 74% 48% 23% 7% 

IB-Std (E2) 100% 74% 48% 23% 7% 0% 
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o 

o 

o 

 

 

o 

o 

 

 

 

A2    AS   

Grade Points_DFE Points_UCAS  Grade Points_DFE Points_UCAS 

A* 300 140     

A 270 120  A 135 60 

B 240 100  B 120 50 

C 210 80  C 105 40 

D 180 60  D 90 30 

E 150 40  E 75 20 

U 0 0  U 0 0 
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IB Higher 

Grade Points_DFE Points_FFT Points_UCAS Points_UCAS_D DFE_Grade UCAS_Grade FFT_Grade 

7 270 300 130 285 A A*/A A* 

6 225 270 110 255 B/C A/B A 

5 195 240 80 210 C/D C B 

4 165 210 50 165 D/E D/E C 

3 0 180 20 75 U <E D 

2 0 150 0 0 U U E 

1 0 0 0 0 U U U 

0 0 0 0 0 U U U 

 
 

IB Standard 

Grade Points_DFE Points_FFT Points_UCAS Points_UCAS_D DFE_Grade UCAS_Grade FFT_Grade 

7 135.0 135 70 150.0 A A+ A 

6 112.5 120 59 133.5 B/C A- B 

5 97.5 105 43 109.5 C/D C+ C 

4 82.5 90 27 85.5 D/E D- D 

3 0.0 75 11 39.0 U <E E 

2 0.0 0 0 0.0 U U U 

1 0.0 0 0 0.0 U U U 

0 0.0 0 0 0.0 U U U 
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Chart Details  

A2-1 A2 compared with IB Higher, 
all students with KS4 APS 
between 5.0 and 8.0, A2 
students with 3 A2 entries 
only. 

 
A2-2 A2 compared with IB Higher, 

all students with KS4 APS 
between 5.0 and 8.0, A2 
students with 3, 4 or 5 A2 
entries. 

 
A2-3 A2-2 for maintained schools 

 
A2-4 A2-2 for independent schools 
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AS-1 AS compared with IB Standard, 
all students with KS4 APS 
between 5.0 and 8.0, A2 
students with 3 AS entries only. 
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A2 Grade Score AS Grade Score 

A* 300   

A 270 A 270 

B 240 B 240 

C 210 C 210 

D 180 D 180 

E 150 E 150 

U 0 U 0 
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IB HL Grade DfE Score VA Score  IB SL Grade DfE Score VA Score 

7 270 270  7 270 270 

6 225 210  6 225 210 

5 195 180  5 195 180 

4 165 150  4 165 150 

3 0 0  3 0 0 

2 0 0  2 0 0 

1 0 0  1 0 0 

0 0   0 0 0 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

IB HL Grade VA Score  IB SL Grade VA Score 

7 300  7 270 

6 270  6 240 

5 240  5 210 

4 210  4 180 

3 180  3 150 

2 150  2 0 

1 0  1 0 

0   0 0 

 

http://www.fft.org.uk


             

 

 

                 FFT Research paper No. 3                                                                                                                                      
 

FFT Education Ltd is a company limited by guarantee 03685684 

 

17 

December 2013 

Investigation 4 – Variation by Subjects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 4.1: IB Higher and A-Level (A2) Subjects 
 

SUBJECT Mapping N_IBH N_A2 IB_4+ A2_C+ IB6+ A2_A+ 

Biology 1010 1679 81680 98% 93% 55% 50% 

Chemistry 1110 1591 76384 91% 93% 48% 50% 

Physics 1210 685 46117 92% 91% 48% 51% 

Mathematics (Further) 2330 967 21832 82% 96% 36% 68% 

Geography 3910 623 29991 100% 99% 85% 63% 

History 4010 1393 49916 100% 98% 68% 56% 

Economics 4410 591 23739 99% 98% 79% 63% 

Logic/ Philosophy 4790 322 3496 100% 94% 70% 44% 

Psychology 4850 478 34262 99% 95% 57% 52% 

Classics (General) 6500 148 283 100% 99% 93% 52% 

Music 7010 125 7044 100% 95% 64% 45% 
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SUBJECT MAPPING N_IBH N_AL IB_5+ AL_C+ IB7 AL_A 

Biology 1010 979 95759 90% 89% 22% 42% 

Chemistry 1110 489 95840 71% 87% 17% 39% 

Physics 1210 341 61409 73% 88% 18% 45% 

Mathematics 2330 1549 33002 69% 93% 16% 67% 

Geography 3910 197 32587 99% 95% 43% 60% 

History 4010 425 58500 96% 93% 20% 44% 

Economics 4410 271 28807 98% 92% 43% 50% 

Logic/ Philosophy 4790 181 4868 98% 87% 35% 34% 

Psychology 4850 384 41904 96% 90% 33% 44% 

Other Classical Languages 6650 139 33 99% 100% 68% 42% 

 

Subject IB Higher / A-Level (A2) IB Standard (AS) 

Biology Similar IB Lower 

Chemistry Similar IB Lower 

Physics Similar IB Lower 

Mathematics IB Lower IB Lower 

Geography IB Higher IB Lower 

History Similar IB Lower 

Economics IB Higher Similar 

Logic/ Philosophy IB Higher Similar 

Psychology Similar IB Lower 

Classics (General) IB Higher N/A 

Other Classical Languages N/A IB Higher 

Music IB Higher N/A 
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